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THIS MONrn'S SPECIALS 

Nelson Lees. Complete set as new, of the let, 2nd and 
3rd new series. 380 issues, in identical bound J yesr 
volumes in Dark mue Cloth , gilt lettering. £290. 
Many other Volumes Lees, all series. 4, 000 loose issues 
and duplicates. Have you got your E. S. Brooks llibllography? 

Thomsons. Bound volumes as new. 
Adventures , Rovers, Hotspurs, Wizards , in fine bindings , 
gilt lettering. Complete years 1946-1958, around £10 per 
volume. Loose copies also a vallable, and pre-war 
Thomsons. Thousands of others. 

Union Jacks. Bound Volumes as new - 1004 - 1029, 
1056 - 1081, 1368 - 1393, 1420 - 1445, 1446 - 1471, 
1498 - 1524. £25 per volume. Good stock of unbound 
copies, 85p each. Pinks £1. 25 and £1.50 each. 

Detective Weekly. Bound Volumes as new. 72 - 95. 
124 - 149, 98 - 123, 176- 201, 202 - 227, 150 -1 75, 
307 - 331 , 228 - 253. Single issues 65p each . 

Good stock of bound volumes. Magnets late 30' s and 1940. 
Gems from 1923 and plenty of single issues . 

Populars, etc., etc . A few Eric Par ker originals left, 
£S unmounted, £10 mounted. G. H.A's, 1920 to 1941. 
Facsimiles? Lots in stock. Some second-hand as new. 
Top prices paid always for good collections. 

Norm on Shaw 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

UPPBR NORWOOD 
LONDON S.E,19 2HZ 

Tel. 01 771 9857 

Nearest Station - Crystal Palace 
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GROTESQUE, MY DEAR WATSON~ 

I hope I am not developing manne ri s ms, but in 

the pa st year or two, s ince we were landed with our 

sys tem of dec imal currency, not to mention our new 

coinage, I have made use of the word "grotesque" . 

And la st mo nth I applie d that e ffective adjective to 

the re cen t Incr ea se in postal charges . 
In case you haven't reali sed it , I was Ins pired 

by Mr . Quelch, who us ed It many ti mes in hi s verba l 

exchanges with Mr. Prout . I confess that I have 

echoed Mr . Quel ch, who, I am quite sure, would 

have regarded our met ric madness as grotesque. 

fut Sherlock Holmes made some gro te sque 

utterances long before Mr , Quelch adopte d t he word . 

In "The Adventure of Wiste ria Lodge", a story which 

appe ale d to me on account of 1ts settings In Eshe r and Oxshott, a district 

I know very well , Holme s as ked Watson: ''How do you define the word 

·g rotesque' ?" 
"Strange - remarkable ," sugges ted Watso n. 
"The re i s something more than that," said Holmes . "Some under

lying sugges tion of the tragic and the te rr ible , If you cast you r mind 

back to som e of the nar rative s with which you have afflic ted a long 

suff eri ng public, you will recognise how often the grotesque has deepened 

into the c riminal. " 
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And, at the end of the story: 
"It ls grotesque, Watson," Holmes added. "But, as I have bad 

occasion to remark , there is but one step from the grotesque to the 
horrible . " 

Was Holmes able to peer into the future as well as having the 
gift of reading the si gns about him? 

ENID BLYTON 

l have never read any work of Enid Blyton, who was bOrn in Josie 
Packman 's East Dulwich, spent many of her formative years in Mary 
Ca dogan' s Beckenbam, and took a post which provid ed her with four 
imm e qse ly happy yea r s in my own Surb 1ton , Following which she 
becam" one of the mos t proli fic and influential writers or stories for 
young cluldren , · 

A biography by Barbara Stoney (Hodder & Stoughton: f3 , 25), 
recently publlshed , is rather a sad little tale . It is well -written and 
fascinating , and the writer is on Enid's si de , but one wonders whether 
i.t is qu!te fair to public ise the priva te live s of famous people in a way 
which , inevitably, removes much of their glos s. Not that there is any
thing part icular ly sensational in Enid ' s private lif e sto ry , 

Enid Blyton , Richmal Crompton, and Cbarles Hamilwn have 
mu ch in common a s literary figures, They have all been dearly loved 
by generation after generation of the young and the not -so -young, and 
the y have each su ffered denigra tion , due, maybe , to some pe ople's 
envy or pollti ca l bias . And each has been the victi m of dotty libr ar ia ns 
who ca me to the ludicrous de cisio n to ban these ever -popular writers in 
ca se their work should harm chil dren in the permi s sive s1J<ties and 
seventies . No doubt the banners would raise their voices in horror at 
any suggestio n of curtailing liberty by censoring dirty films . 

It must have provided a hearty chuckle for the pornographers on 
their way to the bank. 

EDGAR WALLACE 

It is Just about a hundred years s ince Edgar Wallace was bOrn, 
destined to become one of the most famous thriller writers of the century . 
I , personally, never cared a lot for his books, though I enjoyed many of 
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hi s plays . I fancy he was not very clo&ely connected with the old pape rs 
which receive most of our at tention now, I have a volume of the Royal 
Magazine, dated 1917, in which he co ntributes war stories , and he 
fea ture d in t he Thriller , contributing the ope ning tale "Red Aces " . 

He wa3 ah ea d of his time. His gangs of cr immal s , b • violemce 
whlch was neve r di s ,;a&teful someh ow, and hls lddnapplng, were not 
reaUy par t oi the s table and law-ab 1dmg England of his life u me.. 
Though he didn ' t know i t , he was wntin g of an England of fony yea.cs 
"r s<> later , All the same , in the world of Edga r Walla ce, Right was 
Might and de ceu~y won m the end . Today Might is Rlgt,t an d the buliies 
alway s win. 

Edga r Wallace i s as sured »f a s ta r place among those wruer s 
who meant so much to us when we were youngster s. 

THE EDITOR 

DANNY'S DIARY 
MAY 192~ 

Mr . Hnra ce Gree ly, the mas ter of the Fifth at Rookwood , bas 
alr eady fallen f()ul of the Headma &te:r. Now, in "Dismissed from 
!.l.ookwood" (:n t le Boys ' Frie nd), Mr . Gree ly get s a damaged face from 
defending Sir George Hansom aga inst thieve s in the woods • and , without 
any enquiry, Dr , Clusho lm di smiss es Mr. Gr ee ly, In "Standing By 
Greely", Dr , Chisho lm Is sorry • but his r egret comes too late , Sir 
George ooy• Coombe Manor House, to turn it into a schoo l which will 
r ival Rookwood , Eton, " r Harr ow, with Mr . Greely as the Headmaster . 

With the departure of Mr. Gree ly, the Rookwood Fifth gets out 
of hand, and th,.s i;, rela ted in "The Fighting Fifth " . Still more t roubl e 
with ,he Fifth in "By Order of the Head " (the order puts Mr . Greely's 
school out of boundsi Last of the month "The Fiith Form Rebe lli on" . 
Mr . Quail , the new master of the Fifth Just can' t keep order, poor man, 
Finally the Fi fth wa lk out, leaving Rookwood in order to join Mr . Gree ly's 
school , Gre a t goings-on, and I hope it goes on for a long time yet , 

The St . Kit ' s serial has ended in the B, F. , and there is a new 
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series of tales about the Boys of the Bombay Castle. 
The Wembley Exhibition has been opened for a second year. 

The King and Queen performed the opening ceremony. An additional 
attraction this yea r is to be a searchlight tattOO. 

The big cricket series has continued in the Nelson Lee Library. 
Fenton, the school skipper, at the suggestion of William Napoleon 
Browne, the new leader of the Fifth, has decided to select his First 
Eleven plsyers from anywhere in the whole school . In "The St . Frank's 
Test Match" , three fourth-formers are selected to plsy against Redcliffe. 
They do well, and in "Playing for the First ", Willy Handforth gets his 
chance, And. in the background. there is the mysterious Goolah Kahn, 
the rajah of Kurpana. 

Next, "Out for their Colours". Nipper, Dodd and Kahn have 
played well, but the seniors are Jealous, and a row develops between 
the Ancient and Modern Houses, Next week, in "The Three Substitutes' ' , 
it is that fascinating character. Browne. who outwits the Modern seniors . 
By the end of the month, with "&.iried Alive", things get very dramatic 
indeed. The Modern House gets blown up, oot luckily the Whit sun 
holidays are at hand . 

Two Schoo lboy s' Own Libraries again this month: No. 3 is "The 
Greyfrisrs &Jsiness Man" and No. 4 ls "The Fighting Form at St. 
Frank's". The first stars Fisher T. Fi sh; the other one stars Willy 
Handforth. 

At the pictures thi s month we have seen Betty Balfour in "The 
Spitfire" , Norma Talmadge in "The Only Woman" , Tom Mix in "Teeth " , 
Thoma s Meighan in "The Ala skan", and a very good British film telling 
the story of "Lorna Doone". 

Cricket is in the air in all the papers. The opening Magnet tale 
of the month was "Playing the Goat", wblch was what the Bounder was 
doing . Harry Wharto n dropped him from the Junior crick et team, and 
so he Joined Temple's team and played for the Fourth. But the Bounder 
found thing s far from his liking when the conceited Temple was his 
skipper. The curious thing about this fine tale was that it had a plot 
which was wasted in a single story . It should have been a short series . 

Incidentally, the next one "&.!ck Up , &.inter" was No. 900 of the 
Magnet. Fancy, 900 weeks of Greyfrlars. This was an amu s ing tale 
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with lots of laughs. Mr. &nter is not al together satisfied with William's 
progress. By a freak chance, he manages to win his father's good 
opinion. Afte r this, "Pep for the 'Friars'" was a very silly affair. In 
order to let Dr . Locke have a holiday by the sea the school is put in 
charge of an American Headmaster, Mr. Hiram K. Parks. Mr. Parks 
has hustling methods, but it bOred me to tears . 

"The Feud With Cliff House" was mainly the result of a trick of 
Skinner. Lastly, "Sports Week at Greyfriars" was, well, just another 
spons week. It introduced Lord Mauleverer' s cousin "Jimmy" who was 
a very energetic young lady and also a rather tiresome one. 

Mr. Alan Cobham, the famous flier, has flown from Croydon to 
Zurich and ba ck (l, 000 miles in 13! hours ) at the incredible speed of 
74! miles an hour . 

The Gem opened well with "Gussy's Speculatio n." It was a 
warning to everyone not to have anything to do with the Stock Exchange, 
and it was interesting as well as amusing. Gussy came on a brochure 
for Jolly Roger shares , a brochure thrown away by Mr. Selby. And 
Gussy decided to get rich quick, so be got in touch with a "pusher", 
Mr. Blum. Luckily Gussy had his pals to look after him. 

Then "The Dark Horse" was Mr . Lathom 's nephew, Marmaduke, 
who put in a week or two at St. Jim 's on his way to Eton . Marma duke 
Muggleton was a grea t cricketer . 

"Glory for Grundy" saw Mr. Linton causing Grundy to be the new 
cr ic ket captain. "Th e Third Form Adventurers" was about Wally 
D' Arey and his friends in search of a treasure. Last of the month was 
"D'Ar cy's Dilemma", rather an odd tale . Gussy Is out of money and 
Lord Eastwood has disappeared . Gussy has a sale of his clothes and 
his valuables , and Mellish spreads the tale that Lord Eastwood is 
bankrupt . But the ear l rums up at last. He has been in Egypt, 
exploring the tomb of Tutankhamen. Hm: 

The King ha s opened a wonderfu l new road - the Great West Road. 
The King performed the ceremony at Brentford. The new road will be 
the highway to our dream s and everything will be able to go there at 
double speed. The undertakers are very plea sed indeed . 

~lf:~IAalp~?:.~ri~ ~·:St~ ,:;~:;y :~~'!:fr~::e; ~.~:) 381 and 383. S. 0. L. 
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r, LAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSIE PACICMAN 

This month there is a nice article from Mr. Churchill, who, 
although a Nelson Lee man., has a "sneaking regard" for our Sexton 
make. He has given permission for me to add to his ar ticle anythi ng 
which I may think relevant, so I will Just say that there are a few s torie s 
in the Union Jack where Mr. Brooks introdu ced Nelson Lee and Nipper. 
For the sake of tho se good friends who may not have the information, 
here is a list of these tales: Union Jack Nos. 768, 771, 774, 777 , 781, 
784, 786, 788, 793 , 796, 799 , 810, 859, 870. With regard to the 
Sexton Blake Library tales which appeared in the later Nelson Lee 
Library, these were definit ely reprint s with the names of Nelson Lee 
and Nipper substiruted for Blake and Tinker. l'jone of them were by 
E. S. Brooks, the majority were the work of Andrew Murray. No 
wonder the!"· P. wa;"'l.d pro sperous with all this "free material " available. 

SEXTON BLAKE IN THE NELSON 
LEE LIBRARY by C. H. Churchill 

Although E. S. Brooks wrote a large number of Sexton Blake 
stor ies publi shed in the S. B. Library and the Union Jack, he never 
introdu ced nor mentioned Nelson Lee and Nipper in any of them as far 
as I am aware. However, in his earlier stories in the N. L. Library, 
he did occa sionally bri ng in Sexton Jllake and Tinker even if only a 
mention of them was made. 

The only time I recollec t they both appeared in a story was in 
OS No. 226, "T he Mystery of Reed's Wharf' dated 4.10. 19. In this 
tale Nelson Lee was investigating the disappearance of Tregelli s West 
and succeede d in getting himself captured by the crooks. Thi s was 
while St. Frank's was temporarily transferred to the Turret College 
in Holborn . Nipper, rather at bis wits end, appealed to Sexton Blake 
for help so the Bake r Street detective, with the help of Tinker, gave 
Nipper a hand in the matter . This resulted in their taking part in an 
exciting chase down the river Thames on a police launch in pur s uit of a 
rug drawing a barge on which were Nelson Lee and Tregellis West 
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imprisoned in packing cases. Naturally all came right at the end. 
A little later, in OS No. 236 , "Exi t the Tyrant", dared 13.12 . 19, 

Tinker paid a visit to St . Frank's and took part in the final episode of 
the exposure of the imfamous Mr. Howard Martin . The following week 
in OS No. 237, "Dorrie ' s Xmas Party", it wa s stated that make and 
Tink er bad been invited by Dorr ie to join his party for Xmas at Cliff 
Cas tle , They never turned up and the reason was not given. 

In OS No. 3ll , " The Hounds of the Tagossa", 21. 5. 21 , Nelson 
Lee "borrowed" Tinker and Pedro from make to enable him to get on the 
track of lvan Grezzi, the renegade me mbe r of the Tagossa . who was 
endea,'Our!ng to wipe out the member s of the St . Frank' s party who had 
recentl y returned from Mordanla . Why Pedro was needed when Lee and 
Nippe r al re ady possess ed their own dog, Boz, an able tracker . seem s 
s tra nge but perhap s he had been left at St. Frank' s:: 

There were two Sexton Blake serJAls in the Nel son Lee , both by 
Sidne y Drew . "The City of Masks" , running from OS Nos . 537 to 552 , 
Sept./Dec . 1925 , and "The Calcroft Case", OS Nos. 557 to 567, Feb . / 
Apr il 1926 . 

In the second new ser ies of the Nelson Lee about twenty S. B. 
stories, rewr itte n, appeared , pre s umably to cry and boost circulation . 
This was duri.ng 1932 and January 1933, when the poor old Lee was on 
the decline. I have none of these at hand, rut presume the names of 
Lee and Nipper were s ubstituted for Blake and Tinker. This idea did 
not save the situation and the Lee "passed awa y" in the August. 

COUNT IVOR CARLAC by S, Gordon Swan 

One inevitably as sociates the name of G. H. Teed with the grand 
Double Numbers produced by the Union Jack in the day s before the Great 
War, and it is true that this prolific author was responsible for many of 
the se sp lendid iss ues . But credit mu st be given to other wr iter s who 
wrote some of these extra-length stories before the advent of G. H. 
Teed , , . notably W, Murray Graydon, Michael Storm and Andrew Murray , 

One su ch instance is to be found in the Christmas Double Number 
for 1912, being U,J, No. 478 , dated 7th December, 1912 . The title of 
this tale was "T he Mad Millionaire" and it bad one of the old-fashioned 
sub-ti tles "or, Delivered from Evil", This was a yarn of Sexton make, 
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Tinker and Pedro versus Count Ivor Carlac and was written by Andrew 
Murray. 

The mad millionaire of the title was , needless to say, an American 
named Sheldrake Emerson , who had become estranged from his son 
"becau se he ins i sted on mar rying a brainles s chit of a girl in Chicago ". 
Sheldrake Emerson , Junior, travelled to Mexico to seek his fortune there 
and was repo r ted kill ed in a revolution . His wife and baby son went to 
England and to that country the millionaire also retired , buying a castle 
in Cornw all and li ving in semi-fe udal style . 

Emer son se nior offered his son's wife a hundred thousand pounds 
if she would hand ove r to him his grandson and renounce all claim on the 
child . When she refused, he employed Count Ivor Carlac co kidnap the 
boy. The master crimina l did this in characteristi c ruthless fashion by 
setting fire to the house in which Miriam Emerson lived, rescuing the 
boy and leaving the woman to die in the flames . 

But Miriam Emer son did not die and, having made the acquaintance 
of Sexton Blake on a previous occasion, she sought the great detective's 
help, believing as she did that her son was still alive. BlaJce made an 
examination of the scene of the fire and came to the conclusion that it 
was the result of ar son and that the child 's body was not among the ruins . 

The re sult of Blake' s investigations led him to seek an interview 
with Sheldrake Emerson in Cornwall . The outcome of this confrontation 
wa s that Blake was ordered out of the castle. The detective de termined 
to get in the ground s again and find out if the boy was in the building . In 
thi s enterpri se he was aided by a local charact er who knew of a secret 
way into the e state by mean s of an old smuggler 's pas sage through the 
cliffs. 

Prowling round the ground s make encountered a bearded stranger 
who turned out to be Sheldrake Emerson, junior, who, having failed to 
make good in Mexico, had allowed his death to be presumed so that his 
wife could live on the insurance money. On the tramp through England , 
be had come to the place where his father bad settled down and was 
playing an ironic Joke on the millionaire by living on the eggs from his 
fowl -house, the butter from his dairy and the bread from his bakehouse , 

When be beard from Blake that the detective believed his son was 
bidden in the castle, Sheldrake Emerson, Junior, reso lved to take on 
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himself the task of finding out if this was so , After Blake had gone he 
broke into the casUe and found his son, rut was shot in the leg by his 
father while e sca ping. He managed to make his way through the pas sage 
to the beach and there met the poacher who had s hown Blake the secre t 
way. The poacher took him to his cottage to attend to his wound. 

Meanwhi le Carla c was not idle , He had already formulated a 
plan for stealing the child awa y from bis grandfather, who had formed 
an attac hmen t for the boy , and demanding a huge ransom for hi s return , 
Carl a c flew a monoplane to Cornwall, landed on the roo f of the ca sUe 
and kidnapped the child aga in, Blake, searching the ground s again for 
She ldrake Emerso n, junio r , was captured by the million air e's securi ty 
guards and brought befor e Emerson senior , who immediately accused 
the dete ctive of ste alin g the boy away and made Blake a prisoner in the 
dungeon s. 

In London, Tinker' s independent investigations had led him to 
di scov er Carlac' s conne ction with the affa i r and took him down to 
Cornwa ll, where Pedro struck Blake' s trail . Tinker bro ke i nto the 
cas tle and he and Pedro were in time to save Blake from being shot by 
the mad millionaire, Pedro knocke d Emer son down and re nder ed him 
uncon scious, after which Blake took contro l of affair s. On the roof in 
the snow Blake found the tracks of the monoplan e which Carlac had used 
in his assaul t on the ca stle . 

40\ 1' Car!ac was eventually tracked dcwn, how the kidnapped boy 
wa~ !'e~cued, !!!1.d hew Carlac adopted a desperate expedie nt to escape 
:he cl:.:~ches of the law - - all these e,~nts made up the rema inder of the 
otory , whi~h hiid a Chr1stma ssy ending , with the m11liona1re be ing 
recon cil ed to his son and daugh ter-i n -law and writing out a cheque to 
recompense the defrau de d insur an ce compan y. 

Incidentall y, adm irers of Mrs . Bardell would be startled to read 
in thi s st0ry that she was a shrewish, bad-tempered old dame . No 
dou.bt Andrew M!trray based thi s description on Murray Craydon's 
or ;ginal conception of Betsy Barde ll as an eccent r ic , rath er canta nker ous 
character . 

Regarding Count Ivor Carlac, this cr iminal of huge physica l 
pr oportion s and rut hle ss methods was feat ured in no less than four 
differe nt periodica ls • • The Union Jack, The Sexton Blake Library, The 
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Dreadnought and the A, P. Nugget Library . In The Dreadnought he 
appeared in a se rial enti tled " The Great Conspiracy " in conjunction with 
two other notorious characters, George Mar sden Plummer and John 
Marsh , This story was probably written by Norman Goddard, as it 
also introduced Inspector Spearing. In the A, P. Nugget Library there 
were several storie s of Kew and Carlac oppos ed to Nelson Lee, Whether 
these were origina l s or converted &alee stories the present wri ter does 
not know. 

For many years Count Ivor Carla c was assoc iated with Professor 
Kew, who had been head of a London hospita l (shades of Professor 
Moriar ty: ). The two met in prison and thereafter worked in conjunctio n 
in many stories. In 1926 Gilbert Chester wrote four tales about Kew; 
in the fwrthof these he re-in troduced Count Carlac , That was the last 
of thi s notori ous criminal whose exploit s were thus re counted by three 
different authors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Ne,lson Lu Column 
A LETTER FROM ST. FRANKS by Jim Cook 

After making a small purchase at Mr . Binks ! left the village 
tu ck shop in a rather pensive mood and not a llttle puzzled. 

Old Binky, a s he was affectionately known to the boys at St. 
Frank's, had a sked me to return a camera that had been left on his 
count er by two Chine se schoolboys from SL, Frank's. 

l was paying ano ther visit to the old college after leaving London 
that was enjoying a very benign Spring mor ning . And so, 1 found, was 
Bellton. In fact the old village was looking at its best and even the old 
houses seeme d to colour the Joy of departing winter . 

As 1 made l'I'.Y way up llellton Lane and towards St, Frank 's, my 
thoughts went back to the time the first Chinese sc hMl.bcy came tu the 
sc hool an d the sub seq uent events Lt.at followed. That exciting pe.riud 
has alr eady been re corded in de tail and nothing quite so thri llin g has 
occurred since, alth ough life a t St. Frank's continued to be s urpr is ingly 
stimulating , Yung Ching brought with him all the ingr edient s of high 
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adventure that included a sea chase to China; a shipwreck and life on a 
desert island that was totally destroyed and late r exploring a new world 
at the South Pole. 

Thus my journey to the school was rather in haste, and arriving 
to see old Josh Cuttle gazing heavenwards in sile nt appeal, I ignored his 
call and entered the ancient house in searc h of Nipper. 

1 eventually ran him to earth in the Junior Commo n Room, where 
he was discussing the coming cricket season with several junior s who 
it seemed, fancied their ability to be capable of playing what Kipling 
described as 'casting a ball at three straight sticks and defending the 
same with a fourth'. 

When the tumult and the shouting had died down 1 managed to 
speak to the Remove captain about the new Chinese boy and who had 
Joined the ranks. 

But Nipper shook his head, 
He said there was only Yung Ching there and if any new boy 

would be arriving he would be the first to hear about it, which, of course, 
was true. 

However, he suggested we visit Chingy and make a few enquiries. 
Arriving at Study R in the West House, we found Yung Ching alone, 
ensconced in an easy chair, his impassive features giving no hint of his 
thought s . 

I presented the camera to him which he admitted was his and we 
had to curb our Impatience as he expressed his gratitude in true 
Orienta l fashion for the recovery of the camera he did not expec t to see 
again. 

After which we began to solve the mystery of the other Chinese 
schoolboy , 

Because Gr eyfriars College and St. Frank's are situated in 
different countie s i t is not surprising that contact between the two schools 
is se ldom made owing co the sporting fixtures being confined mainly to 
neighbouring schoo ls only. Greyfriars though did on one occasion visit 
St . Frank's for tbe final Round of the Dorrimore Cup in a football 
competition. 

Greyfriars, like St, Frank's, can boast of one Chinese schooll>oy 
and Chingy explained that he had invited Wun Lung, fr om Greyfriars, to 
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a Chinese meal in Study R for a Chinese New Year celebration , 
They had met at Bellton sr.ation and on tbe way had called in at 

Mr. Binks for rice, Binks, who had twenty years of schoolboys, was 
very familiar with the ir needs and tbe goods he sold were weird and varied, 

Later a mea l was prepared which Chingy hosted his Greyfrlars 
compatriot and al so his study mates, Scott and Doyle. 

Accordi ng to Yung Ching both Scott and Doyle had declared they 
had never tasted food so delightful ly appeti sing, And Wun Lung had 
departed for Greyf riars with a feeling within him that comes after eating 
in t he style favoured by gourmets, 

Evidently we had missed an exotic meal se ldom see n at St, Frank 's, 
I saw Nipper scru tini sing the menu card with interest , Chingy 

had s et out the course s as only a restaurateur might, Nipper asked tbe 
Chinese junio r the meaning of the figure s "6 and 3" after 'Sour pork ' and 
'Chow Mein' and again after • Fr ied rice', &t all Chingy would say was 
"Ting hao:" - very good: 

It appeared Chingy wanted to rega le his fellow countryman , Wun 
Lung, with a dish reminiscent of Old China and flavours in cui sine handed 
down thro ugh the centuries. 

Thus in deferen ce to his sVJdy chums Chingy had not written in 
Eng li sh on the menu what Wun Lung would certainly i;nderstand. T he 
figures 6 and 3 add up to nine. And in Cantcnes€ the words "nine" and 
"dog" sound the same. 

It was just an old Chinese custom and Yung Ching in his quaint 
table etiquette tried to impre ss the Greyfriars Junior by a reminder of 
old delicacies. 

Of course, the meal did not include dogfle sh; at least I don't think 
so. Nipper found his dog, Boz, in the bes t cf spirits . Perhaps the 
St. Frank's Chinese junior will now pay a visit to Greyfriars and 
participate in Birds' Nest soup and snake broth: 

Made me think of Fatty Little and his enormous appetite. &t I 
think Fatty would Jib at dog and snake food, The fatte st Junior at St. 
Frank's bas been known to "eat anything " eatable, 

It has been stated the Eskimos have fifteen different names for 
Ice. Fatty Little bas only one for food - - Grub: 
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DO YOU REMEMBER 7 by Roger M. Jenkins 

No. 128 - Gems 148 - 153 - Downfall of Tom Merry Series 

Tom Merry was the first of Charles Hamilton's sc hooll,oy heroes 
to suffer a change of fortune. Unllke Harry Wharton, he had no notice
able defect in his char a cte r, and s o his downfall was entirely the result 
of external events over which he had no personal control. Even so, the 
series in Gems 148 - 153 was written with a sense of high drama, and it 
is one which has perhaps been undul y neglected in the St. Jim's saga. 

The first story, "The Fata l Telegram", introduced a mystery 
which was not elucidated at once, It later transpired that Crooke's 
father, a financier, had induced Miss Fawcett to invest her fortune and 
Tom Merry's in an enterprise that colla psed, leaving them both penniless 
(but not Mr. Cro oke - "I understand he has not lost any money. He sold 
out his shares before the smash came . It was fortunate for him, Tom, 
and I am glad he did not suffer as I have done.") , Perhaps the most 
intere sting social comment is the first of Charles Hamilton's reflections 
on the value of a Public School education: despite Tom Merry's academic 
and sporting achievements he was quite unfitted for the battle with life. 
Binks the page, who had jus t become r ich, was behaving idiotically, but 
the juniors wondered if they would be just as idiotic if they sudde nly 
became poor. 

The series had the merit of presenting continually novel ideas 
eac h week, though the iodividual s tories were linked toget her well. We 
were im•ite d to sympa thise with Miss Fawcett who had to move to a humble 
cottage with only thr ee bedrooms and a single servant, and when she fell 
ill Cousin Ethel arrived and eventually took her to Eastwood House . 
Tom refused all offers of help and went to London to seek employment . 
Gem 150, "The Searc h for Tom Merry", presented the seamy side of 
London in a story that was Dicke nsian in its picture of squalor and mean 
crime . It ls difficult to understand how Tom Merry could have become 
so utterly degraded in the course of a s ingle week, and as it was admitted 
that his fees at St . Jim's had been paid in advance to the end of the term, 
it was all quite unnecessary anyway. In London he met Joe Frayne and 
Jack, Sam and Pete, one of the rare instances when Charles Hamilton 
borrowed someone else's characters. Tom was eventually found and 
taken back to Eastwood House for Christ mas. 
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After that the series continued on a more even note, with Tom 

playing football for Wayland Ramblers and eventually becoming installed 

as master of the Third Form at St, Jim' s, The behaviour of the fags 

towards their new master was de scribed with an authenticity that s till 

bears the stamp of truth today. Mr, Poinsett (said to be Tom' s guardian 's 

brother) arrived from his ranch in Ar izona Just in time to wimess a fight 

in the form-room . After that, the financial troubles were over, 

Of cour se, the se ri es had a number of defects , The par ts dealing 

with Miss Fawcett were extremely sentimental and made one wonder why 

anyone in his right mind would trust her with anything at all . The reader 

must have lost count of the number of times the Juniors accom panied Tom 

Merry to the railway station to say goodbye to him. Again, it is difficult 

to see why Dr. Holmes and Mr. Dodds could not have pla ced Tom in some 

respectable employment Instead of allowing him to sink to the lowest 

depths in London, and one wonders why It was Monty Lowther and not 

Miss Fawcett who wrote to Mr , Poinsett , When all these adverse 

comment s have been duly considered, it must still rank as one of the 

most impre ssive of the early Gem series, portraying as it did a 

determined, proud, honest lad who refused to give up despite au adversity, 

As he later sa id to Joe Frayne, "Never Ile, never steal , and never break 

your word." It Is a pi ty that such basi c honesty is no longer so wide

spread as It used to be. 

• • ........................ .f; ...... .. 

LET 'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No, 201. AN HOUR TO PLAY AND THE LAST MAN IN 

Fifty years ago there appeared lu I.be Magnu an excellent schoo l 

and cricket story wluch provides us food for lhought all these years iacer. 

It had the rather inelega nt title of " Playmg the Goat ", and it starred 

Vern on-S mith, 
One puzzling aspe ct of the ,;tory ls why il was not extendeJ into a 

series . There were au the ingredients for a good dramati c series. 

Yet today It seems to us to be an example of pluc wastage such as is a 

str lld.."'lg factor of, in partl cu lac, many o, U,e mos, outb tanrung tales of 

the blue Gem, Twelve years earlier, "Playing the Goat" would have 
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been typical of the be st sing le stories of the period . Twelve years 
later it would ha ve been extende d into a long series with it s plot str etched 
wafer · thin to cover, probabl y, too great a number of sto rie s. 

Some of the plot was familiar, but it contained much tha t was 
original. To stan with, the rea der's memory is car ried back 
pleasantly to the startling and unforgetta ble rebel series of a few month s 
earlier , The Bounder suddenl y dec ides to believe that Harry Wharton' s 
r efo rmati on is only make-believe , The Bounder is going for a merry 
time at "The Feathers" up the river, and he asks Wharton to acco mpany 
him . Here , in pas si ng, we get the only slig htly sub-standard writing 
in a generally beautifu lly-w ritten tale. "You don't seem to realise that 
you have in sulted me," says Whart on , with a pompous smugness which 
would have provided love ly fuel for the Tom Merry denigrator s had the 
hero of the Shell made s ucb a comment. 

And when the Bounder issu es the sam e invitation to Redwing, the 
sa ilorman' s s on turn s crim son, and some of the s tande rs- by look 
disgusted, 

The Bounder is dropped from the cricket eleven , and "s igns on" 
as it were with the Upper Fourt h and witb Temple as his captain. 
Clear ly it cou ld have made a great li ttle se ries, but the main potential s 
of the plot were never exploi ted. 

At once, Tem ple i s shown as an utter fool . He refuse s to play 
Wilkinson, who is a good cricketer I because he does not like Wilkinson. 
He doesn' t use Vernon-Smith at all as a bowler , Then he sends in the 
Bounder ninth-w icket down , and, thoug h the Bounder is capable of making 
a cen tu ry, at rhat s tage of the game there is nobod) to keep the other 
end npen , As a re sult of thi s one game, the Bc-under's eye s are opened, 
and be returns m t he Remove cr ic ket fold . 

lf Te mple (and , dare we add it, the author) not been so incred;b ly 
stupid, we cou ld have had a marvellous series. It is surely very 
unlikely that Temple would have jumped at the chance of acquiri ng the 
s tar hu .sma n -3.TJ.d OOwler of the. Rem'Jve and then refused to use him in 
an y capa ci ry. What was wanted her e was for the Bounder to succeed 
for a ome ;n hi ~ rrP.achP.:r:ous purpose, and fer Temple' s initial deligh t 
at the succ P.SS of h.is rec rui t to gradually become sol!red by jealou sy . 

So it would be s illy to pre tend that "Playing the Goat " could not 
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have been grea tly improved by skilful extension, while at the same time 
we recognise it as a delightful tale and outstanding as it was. 

A few commen t s from Temple highlight one aspect of Frank 
Richards' s Greyfriars. 

Says Temple to Harry Wharton: "You call yourself captain of the 
Remove; you've bad the cheek to form a separate cri cket club in the 
Lower Fourth. You fix up matches with out side schools, just as If you 
were a sc hool eleven, and not a dashed Form e le ven. Wingate, as head 
of the games, oughtn't to allow it, but be doe s . " 

So Prank Richards put into the mouth of Temple the very 
argument which would be used by anyone trying to prove that the games 
arrangements at hi s Greyfriars were a little ab surd . 

We had the Fir st Eleven . skippere d by Wingate . So far so good. 
But ther e i s no mention of a Second Eleve n and a Third Eleven , as ther e 
certainly would have been at a sc hool like Greytriars. Instead, the 
only other Eleven, playing outside fixtures, was the Remove Eleven 
whi cb played aJl the junior games with other schools. 

In real life , Wharton would probably have skippered the Third 
E leven, and tha t would have comprised players from two or tbtee Junior 
forms when other schools were encountered. 

Certainly, more believa ble was the arrangement at St . Jim' s 
where Tom Merry 's team compr is ed Junior s of the Shell and Fourth and 
of both Houses. 

Drawing up and arranging the fixture list s would not have been 
Whart on's re spons ibil ity. That would have been the pr e- season work 
for the Game s Master, And the skip per would a lmost certainl y ha ve 
sele c ted his team under the guidance of the Games Mas ter, 

Most of us would not have had Greyfriars any different from 
what it was, But Templ e ' s comment In this delightful single story 
s hould not be overlooked, for it provide s mat e rial for much disc ussio n, . . ............................ 
~ Union Jacks, Union Jack Supplemntl (both before the year 1926); Sexton Blake 
Libraries up to No. SS, Third Serles ; early Cbampiom; Nehon Lu Library up to No. 92 (old 
series only). 

H, W, VERNON 

S ClUMAN ST. r OIF.LTF.NHAM, VIC10RIA, AUSTRALIA 3192. 
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CONTINUING YOUR TERM AT ROOKWOOD under Mr, Greely, 
FIFTY YEARS AGO. 

LOVELL'S REVENGE 

Jimmy Silver came out of the school 
shop with Rab-; and Newcome , and glanced 
round for Lov ell . Arthur Edward Love ll ha d 

l e.ft his c hu ms in "quart er" to take a book 
back to t he school lib rary lo Uttle Q u.ad; 
and th ey ha d expected him to join th em in 
th e tuck-shop. H e had not turned up. 

"Seen Lovell , Morny ?" asked Jimmy 
Silver I at Valentin e Mornin,gton of the 
Fourth came a long . 

Momy gr inned. 

"Yu - he 's been taking a wu h in 
the fount.a.in. He look ed croa when I 
offered to fet ch him some 1oap." And 

Morny w ent into the tuck-shop, grinning. 
11Somethlng 1s happened t o old Lovell , " 

said Jimmy Silver. 
Th e three. j~,jrt hurried a w.i.y 

t '.)"f,ratC t he !o-.:.nt.:.!n. Th ere tbey dis 

<'f'lVP.f'P.d Arr~ur [d.,.,a rd l o vell. 

H e wu dabbUlg at bi.I face and hair 

with a crumple d handkerchie f , and biii: wet 

fac e was crinuon. His ca p w.u floating in 
t he big granit~ basin. 

"What on earth--" began Jimm y 
SiJve, , 

"Wh ere b. ve y'!lu fellow s been ?" 
bOl"t.,.d l <"vc-1.!. " !.~a· ,ing 2 c hap on his 

own to he ragg ed by a gang ~f Modem 

c humpg!" 
"Oh , you've been ragging with 

Modems, have you ?" sa id Raby. "l say, 
it 's rather thi c k, du ding a c hap 's he.ad in 
the fountai n . 11 

"Too t hick!" ag~ed Newcome. 
11Well, I j olly well punched th em ," 

said Lovell. ''J fancy Tommy Dodd will 
have a prlte nose to tak e into b i, dashed 

science class, and Cook and Doyle got 
som e knoc ks . 11 

"But why?" as ked Jimmy Silv er . 
"What ha d they done aU of a sudden?" 

"Th ey cackled," 

"Mus t n 't a fellow cackle?" asked 
Raby with an ah of qu iet enq_uhy. 

"Loo k here, Raby--" 
"We '11 look for the m after cl.au, " 

said Jimmy Silver. "Mod e ms mwtn' t 
c ackle a t Cl asslca b:, 11 

"It was that old ass, Greely -- ". 
Lovell dabbed hb face an d panted. "Th.at 

price.leas us, Greely,'' 

"Old Greely butting in again?" 
ya wned Newcom e , ''Well, he ' s always 
fusi!ng som t:bow. What dld GM.eiy do? 0 

Lovell, in tones of tbrill~a.g 

indig na tion, expl a ined. To bi, surpriie 

and wntb, the thre e Clau!c a !s g:d::.::ed. 
"Oh, you th.ink it's fun.ny, ~, COU.''St 1

11 

snorted Lovell. 11But f can tell you I 'm fed 
up with Gre ely - fe d right up to th e chi n : 
Ca n ' t Dicky Dalton manage bJs own form 

without Grd ly's hdp? He' s :alw.ays gassing 
:and butting ln. He told Selwyii of t bt: Sht:li 
the other day to give mOre atte.nrio n t o 
deportment - deportment, you know! Who 
but a priceless old ass lik e Greely ever 

used such a word? I would n' t eve n put it in 
a crm.sword puzzle. And oow to talk to me 
about slacki ng· me! Am I .:a sla c ker , I'd 
like to know?" booted Lovell, with a 
c hall enging glue :at his comnades. 
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"Nothing of the kind, old fellow, 11 

sai d Jimmy Silver soothingly . "Aoyway, 
It's no business of Gredy' s ." 

"Well, be can Jaw the Fifth u much 

as be likes , but h e's not going to Jaw me, 11 

,aid Lovell. "Nexttime he butts iD, I shall 
tell him what J think of him. Who the thwnp 

ii Greely? Priceless old au!" 
"What1 11 

It wu a deep, fruity voic e behind 

Lovell. 
Lovell spun round. 
Mr. Greely, purple and indignant, 

stood there, withh • a yard of him, fairly 

gluing. 
111.ovell!" be guped. 
110h: Yes, sir! 11 mwnbled Lovell . 

"You wer e illuding to me7' 1 

Lovd.l wricglir:d. Certainly he would 

not have told an uptrutb; equally certainly 

an untruth would ha ve been futi l e. 
" Yes , sit!" he gasped. 
"Follow me, Lovell!" 
With a lofty gesture of command, 

Horace Greely sa iled tow a rds the Home. 
Lovell looked at bis chum s. 
11Better go, old chap," said Jimmy 

Silver un easily. 
.,He' s not my Form muter ," 
11Bett er go, all t he a.ame. " 
Lovell nodded; he realised tlut be 

has bett er go. Relu ctant ly he followed M1. 

Greely towards the House. lik e a litt le 
skiff in the wake of a sta tely galleon. 

Mr. Greel y did not he.ad for bu own 
Form-room; be sailed pooderously into the 

Fourth-room, where Mr. Dalton was busy 

with pa pers at bis des k. 
"Mr . Dal ton! " 
Th e Fifth Form master'• deep, fruity 

voice echoed through the room, and along 

the c orridor outside, The fellows in the 

corridor grinned, a nd even winked at one 

another. Disrespectfully, Ha.mom of the 
Fifth remarked to Talboys that old Gree ly 

bad hiJ rag out. l n such te rms did Edwa rd 

Hamom a llude to bu Form -maste r 's stately 

wntb. 

Richard Dalton, master of th e 

Fourth, glanced round with surprise . 

"Well , Mr. Greely?" 

"This boy" -- Mt. Greel.y indicated 

Lovell wit h a plump forefinger - - 0 th.ls boy 
of your form, Mt. Dalton -- this junior- -" 

"D e.a.r me! What has Lovd.l don e?' 1 

inquire d Mr. D<llton, with just the slightest 

shade of impatience. 

"I regret, sir, to have to make a 

serious complaint, " sa id Mr. Greely. "l 

regret it very much. You wW remember, 
Mr, Dalton, that a, an older master , 

more - ah - e:xperiecced than younelf, I 
have ,ometimes advis ed yo u to--" 

"Plcue come to the point, Mr. 

Gree ly. My class will be waiting for me - -'' 

"Very well, sir -- very well!" said 
Mr. Gruly with dignity. "I am :not here, 

sir , on this occasion to offer you a dvic e, 

much at I may think it nuded. This boy 
Lovell allud ed to me, sir , lo my hearing , 

by an oppr0brlous epithet. " 

"Surely not!" exclaimed Mr. Dalt on, 
,,1 have not t aken his punishment 

into my own hands," said the Flft h Form
ma, ter, "1 am reporting him to you. But 

I coasi der -- " 
••Lovell, have you been impertinent 

to Mr. Greely?" 

"Hem !" 
"Wha t expression did you use, 

Lovell ?" 

" I - I - 11 



Lovell. 

"An1We.r me at once!" 

"Pr lc el eu old au , dr!" ga,p ed 

Mr , Dalto n Jumped, and Mr . 
Greely turned more purpl e th.an ever. 

uyou - you applied such an 

exprea lon to a Form -mute r a t Rookwood7 " 
u:clalmed Mr. Dalt on. 

"You - you see , sir--" 
"How da ff you, Love ll ?" 
11Mr, Greel y was butting l n, dr. '' 
"UpOn my word! Silen ce! Mr . 

Greely I I ~ pologite most pro fouodl y for 

th.is lmolence o n th e part of a membe r of 
my form ," exclahned Mr. Dalton , looking 
more perturb ed and a nnoyed than he had 

ever been seen to loo k befoff, 

Mr. Greely waved a gracio us fat 
band. 

"I accept you r apology, Mr. 
D:ll ton , I lea ve the matter hi your hands 

with confidence - wilt full co nfidence ," 

"R emain a few mo m ents, Mr, 
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Greely , whi l e tl:w lmpe:rtinellt Juni or receJver 
his punishment," satd Mr. Dalton, takiog up 
a ca ne . "Lovell, be nd over that dea:k. " 

Mr. Greely look ed on with plump 

approval , while the Fourt h Form-mas t e r laid 
on the cane. 

Six successive whaclG sound ed lik e 

pistol-shots through the Form - room . 
Lovell wriggl ed and writhed a nd 

ga sped, 
11Now, Lovell, you will a pologhe 

to Mr. Greely . 11 

"I apologi ze, dr, 11 mum bl ed Lovell. 
" I oust , Mr, Gr eely, that you are 

now satisfied?" said th e ma st er of th e Fourth , 

"Quit e, sir! 11 Mr. Greely was 
gn.clou,. " I fully appro ve. I do not alw ays 
approve, as yo u know, of--" 

"Exac tl y! Good-morning, Mr. 
Gr eel y! 11 

"Good -m orning, si r! 11 sa id Mr . 
Greel y ra th er stiffly . And he rolled out of 
the Fourth Form · roo m . 

(CARRY ON WITH YOUR TERM AT ROOKWOOD NEXT MONTH) 

* * • + • * • * • • ~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • • • • 
BIOGRAPHY OF A SMALL CINEMA 

No, 14 , DYNAMITE - & THE GIRL IN T HE MOON 

So:methlng happened this term to 
make me realbt that thit: cbys of the silent 
.:!c em a were mnn!n & .:iut. In t he middlt o f 

t he t e rm 1 bad a M. C. M. film bo::,ked : 
"°rn"!J!;t_. 11 rta:-:-lt1g C!::.a?'!u Bic kford, 
Cotu'Qd Na gl'I.I , artd Ka y }ohmon . It wu :1. 

long film , running for over two boun. It 
was a talking plct iu e, a nd, naturally , we 

wer e pla ying the silen t vertion. 

Whe n it arr lvtd. I carried it aw a y to 

the re -wind room to prena re It for sc ree n.log. 

I found, wh en going thro ugh the firSt reel , 
tha t l t had single perforation $pliu occurring 

e\'ery few yards of foot.age . All a sing le 
pedo r.il iou ,:plil needi! d was a ,light ni c k to 

?::e m:i.d£ wi th ic iuo rs:, l e.i .. ill g .i. u-1. '\." ' i n 
t!le !Um edge , a nd dili would pus =adly 

tbrou.gb the film gate when the pictu:c was 

scr eene d. It wasn't necasary to cut th e 

film a nd ma ke a spli c e. 

But my exa mina tion showe d me t hat 

the, e 'V's' w ,:re necessuy thro'.l&h t he l e~~ 
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-,f the e ntire film (a bout 13,000 ft ,), In 
!ac:t , it suu ck. me u quit e impoaible, :and 

th a t th e c opy W2 S wom out, 

I r:ang the dispatch departm ent of 

M . G. M . and c omplained, "Pl eau . acc ept 

our apologies , 11 they said. 11We wUl put 

anotbei copy on rail to you at once . " 
When the second capy c:ame In, I 

found th.al .It w:u in exac tl y the same 

condition .u the lint one, Aga in I rang 

M. G. M. "Pl e:u e accept our apologies," 
the y said . ''We will put another copy on 

rail to you .it once." When the third copy 

c:a.me in , I fowul that it was in exactly 

the same co ndition as the other two. 

It w:u obviow: ly weleu to complain 

ag a in. Her e l was with three glad. cans 

of "Dynam it e" 1 a nd not one of tl:.em flt 

for screening. I bad to decide wbdher to 

cancel t he programme or not. lt was 
clearly Impossibl e to spend hours clipping 

•V1s' through an ~ire film. Yet every 
single strained perfonn ation - and there 
must ha ve been scores of them - migh t 

cause t he film to tea r and br ea k, or Just 

~am in t he gate, ! d ecided tc play the 

rilm a nd b.OJ'.-''! for th e b eJt. 

I ex r"'C' J used thf' firn cory I o~ 
which I had a lrudy done a good bit of 

wo rk. I stoo d by in readiness , throughout 

th e sc reening • a nd it went thco ugh per 
fectl y with out the slightest bit of bother , 
much to my surpffle and relief. 

This sort of thing was quite unl i kt:: 

M. C . M. , who ha d invariably sent out 
be3utlful co pies of th eir fil ms. When tbq 

ca me direct from the dlspatc h de~rtment , 
each reel w:u: careful ly bound in a manilla 

ring which wu •ea.led until the la test 
op ent or brok e th.at seal , 

Clearly the company wa s only 

making a very small numbe r of sil ent copJu 
c,f their tallda , an d tb•e few cop i,es were 

being worked t o dea th. After the end of 
that term's booking,, there was quite a lapse 

of time before I booked from M, G, M , again. 

Other M. C. M. fll nu that term 

were William Ha ines, Karl Dane, and Anita 

Pa ge in "Speedway"; ' 1The Valley of Chocts" 

which was a Britis h Uon film releas ed by 

M,G, M, as Ex;hlbiton ' Quota , and it was 

probably a "quic kie 11 whi.cb I booked bt":Ca use 

it was an Edgar Wal.lace thriller ; and two 
more M. G.M, quota films, Gibb Macl..augblln 

in " The Woman from China" an d Bob, the 

British dog star, ln 11Scr:ap " . Abo Jo an 

Cnwford and Anita Page in uo ur Slushing 

Brida 11, silent version of a talkie, which 

w.u the third of a triology of films to which 

I have a lready referred . It was dull and 

dow , J thi~, and nothing like so good as 

tbe earlier ones on lhe same thtrn1e, It was 

the last o f them . 

By far th e most interesting film we 

played t his term was '' The Clrl in t he Moon 11, 

Tb.ls wu a Guma n film , a UFA production , 

re!e.:i.,cd i:J t~ :.ou::..'T'1 by C • .i. .. ot.1 C.:it !, J •• 

!! had ;:ib.·/e d :1 !uc:c:~ fu! ce::.:or;. ::.: tl: e N t :, 

G~Ue..-y Cl!J.e-me i"I l.n!l&::'~. At !~! ti=ie , 

the critics con5fde.rf!d German films the elite 

of the film world . Artistica ll y, acc ording 

to the critic s, they were miles a he.ad of any 
othen, 

" The Girl in the Muo n" WU OD SUpeJ 

produ...tion lin t:5. I forget th~ stoL)' 1 but it 

had rav e ootic es Crum the -.:riti ... ~, Ll..1: ouly 
mil dly adverse co m ment bdng tha t, tbougt 

it took over half th e fi lm a rranging for the 

depa rture to the moon , when it came time 

to re tW'D they acco mplishe d the return 

t.ah- off with no trouble at all . 

From Ftrtt Natlom I cam e Doris 



Kenyon and Warner &xte-r in 11M1Jmates "; 
Colleen Moor e in "Twlnkletoea" wit h 
Kenn eth Harlan; Uoyd Hu.gbes and Mary 
Astor in 11Forever After 11j Dorothy Mackall, 
Jack MulhaU aod William Collier, Jnr., 
in "Just Another Blonde0 ; Alexander Carr 
a.nd Ben Lyon In 11Potuh & Pulmutte r"; 
Corinne Griff ith ln '1lnfatuation" (from the 
sug e play 11Caesar '1 Wife "); Colleen 
Moore in ''lt Must Be Love"; Billie Dov e, 
Lewis Stone , and Lloyd Hughes in "Ao 
Affair of the. follies"; Alic:e White and 

Jack Mul hall in "Reckless Ro.le" , and 

Marie Prevost in "The Wanters". 
From Uni versal ca me Ken Maynard 

in "Song of the Caballeio 0
, and from 

RKO-R.adio ca me an Jdu l pl'OducUon, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Syd Chaplin in "Cha rley's Aunt". 
We bad two new Laurel & Hardy 

releues: "Llberty " and "Wrong Again". 
A newcomer to our screen wu Mickey 

Mouse. Out first M. M. c artoon was "The 
Plowboy", aod other Mic key Mouse 
ca rtoons this term were "When the Cat's 

Away", "Kamival Kld'1 , and "Mickey 's 
Folll u' 1

, Also two Silly Symphonies : 
"Hell's Bells" and "El Terribl e Torea.dor." 

At that time, and for a great many years 
a.fter, Disney films were released in this 
country by RKO- Radio. 

(ANOTHER ARTICLE IN 

THIS SERIES SOON) . . . . . . . . . . . 
(Interesting ite ms from the 

Editor's letter-bag ) 

C. WHITE (Newbury): This yea r l paid !Sp for four so-ca lled bot cross 
bun s. That is nearly a shilling ea ch for a bun abou t ! of the size of the 
old penny currant bun . The 1975 buns , of course, we re made from the 
usua l formula of putty, shre dded rubber , and sawdust . How different 
from the old days when l was a youngster lying in bed in the earl y 
m orning of Good Friday , listening to the baker ' s boys chanting "One a 
penny. two a penny, hot cro ss buns." 

Happy days: How ! loved Easter eggs, bot cr o ss buns, fireworks, 
those Chrisanas stockings of net from a penny upwar ds, full of wonder
ful little toys . Marbles in the big ring in the road. Tops: ca rr ot, 
turni p , mushroom, and then the big boy's top - the peg-top . And in the 
evenings , gas- li t st re ets, playing hide and seek, and "Dicky Dyke, show 
your light", And the com ics - Chips, Butterfly, Je ster and then Gem, 
Magnet , Cheer Boys Chee r , and Union Jack . I used to spend Easter and 
summe r holiday s on the farm out in the cen tre of Dor set - and, before 
lea ving home I used to leave a long li st of paper s I wanted my mother to 
get and send to me . Breakfast on the farm was at 7.30, and I was 
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finished and waiting for the posonan every morning, 
All this was, of course, before 1916, 1be world bas never 

seemed the same since , Sorry to have rambled on so - all over a Hot 
Cross &m . 

(WITORIAL COMMENT! Bv a coinci dence, Mr. White bad c ome acl'Oa a letter of mlne 
which.,...~ pUbU,bed b a nationa l -aew,papa- two yea.11 ago. Then J was compb.iuing about 

thc»e bum at 3p ( 7}d..) each. We don't piy a sb.U.Jing for iawdult an.d a couple o( hard 

cul.T'~nts. nus yeat we made our own bum.) 

BILL LOFT'S (London) : Whilst the majority of Boys Friend Libraries 
have been traced as reprint s from ea rlle r se r !al s , a few st ill remain to 
be so lved. 

lhlfor tunately the A. P. record s for B. F. L. are far from complete , 
or el se all the myste r ies would have been solved by now, Congratulat1on s 
to S. Gordon Swan in probabl y solving one of the missi ng puzzles , I 
will at a later date try and find the exact autho rship of the 1913 Boys 
Fr ie nd se rial ro establish beyond all doubt that it was by G. H. Teed. 
Why the B. F. L. s hould be under the name of 'Peter Kingsland' only the 
editor coul d answer. It seemed the practi ce to ma sk completely the 
pre ,1.ous authorships - in many cases which I would not care to elaborate . 
Certainly some weird, mys terious, and strange things went on in the 
B. F. L. at times , none more so than an anonymous story entit led 'C rooked 
Gold' , This was not only the very fir st Saint story (Meet the Tiger) but 
Leslie Charter is had never seen it before, nor re cei ved payment when 
questioned on the matter, 

J. TOMLINSON (&n on-on-T r ent): The film article this month plea sed 
me very much as there were two mentions of Anita Page . 1 saw her 
first in 1929 in "The Broadway Melody" and , later on, in "Our Dancing 
Daughters" in which she had an unsympathetic pan . l also saw her 
later in " Navy Blues", mentioned in t he articl e . From 1929 l had quite 
a crush on her and would go to any lengths to see a film when ber name 
was in the cas t. 

MARY CADOGAN (Beckenham) : Congrarulations on this month' s G.D . 
Lovely to see Bessie on the cover - and Augusta Anstruther-Browne 
at her most spiteful: And Leonard Shields pictures on the back. cover -
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so that brother and sister &inter were bOth featured in this issue. It is 
good too to have a Rookwood story now - and of course all the regular 
features . 

I am at present revelling in the BBC Fred Astaire series, on 
radio and television. Some of those old films - and stars • are like 
Charles Hamilton, in that we loved them as children, and in maturity 
find their charm even greater , How rare it is to find an equal sense of 
joy in many modern films or bOolcs: 

JIM COOK (Auclcland): I have a suggestion to make abOut the C. D. 
Annusl, Could it be dispatched so that it would reach all overseas 
readers around Christmas? I shouldn 't think there would be any 
necessity for it to have a deadline as late as it seemingly does now for 
providing you have the copy it can be published as ear ly as September 

- and posted off to Jong distant readers. Airmail rates being too costly, 
we who Jive so far away rely on seal mail and, in my case, I am lucky 
If I get my copy early March. The U. K. readers would still get their 
copies for the Yuletide since there would be no need for them to be 
posted until much later in the year. 

WlJI you please consider this suggestion? 

TOM PORTER (Cr adley Heath): I was struck by Danny's remark on 
p. 8 - "It is a splendid novel which has everything a good detective story 
needs" ·- reflected, "What does a good dete ct ive story need:" I thought 
of some ingredients and s hall probably think of other s after I've posted 
this letter . I would say that, among s t other things, a good detective 
story need s a gripping -start that holds your attention at once and continues 
to hold it; a well ·made plot with artistically constructed incidents; 
consistent and strongly-defined chara cters; atmosphere; tension 
gradually escalating to a climax with tbe identity of the culprit / s hidden 
till the last moment; and a thrilling finish. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • * * • • • • • * • • 
~ : Good loose copies or volu.met contahdng ,a.me of BOYS ' FRIEND - iuua 
between Nos. 1182 a.nd 1256. Cood copies eaential . Also Dreadnoughts, preferably bound 
volume,, 

ERIC FAYNE 
£XCEL'il0R HOOS£, CROOKHAM RD . , CROOKHAM, HAMPSHIRE. 
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News of fh, Clubs 
MIDLAND 

Twelve membe rs and a guest attended the March meeting to take 

tim e off from malcing the world a bet ter place for machines to Uve In 

and turn to the delights of the Hobby, 
Following clu b ooslness and conversation of a general nature the 

members moved thelr attention to refreshment, Coffee drunk and a 

selecti on of sweetmeats, comfits and an Easter egg respectfully 

negotiated, everyone set tled Into thelr study chair s In a state of pleasan t 

anticipation and well-being. 
The seco nd half of tbe programme Included a reading by Ivan 

Webster from 'Billy funter's Hat Tri ck' and a re citation (from memory) 

by chairman Warwick SetfOrd from an early red Magnet, Tom Riner 

of me ll iferous voice, pas sed around the eagerly awaited Anniversary 

Number (Gem 1623 , twenty -s ix years old to the day, 'Glyn's Hair 

Rai sing Invention') and Collectors Item (the latest HB volume) for every 

ones delighte d gaz e. 
Next meeting, la st Tue sday of the month at Dr, Johnston House, 

Birmingham, when mor e books and papers will be on show and more 

good comradeship bOrn of the Hobby wlll be evident , 

LONDON 

The zenith of the Kensal Rise meeting must sure ly be the two 

very fine talks by Leslie Morss and John Cox. The former gave a 

superb one about publishers and book publishing, which , at its conclusion, 

gave ri se to a lengt hy but enjoyable debate. John Cox explai ned his 

Three Desen Isla nd Books. First choice was "Willi am and the 
Evacuees", seco nd one was the Bunter Coun fac sim ile repri nt and the 

third was 8, S, Turner 's first edi tion of "Boys Will Be Boys" . John's 

Introduction to the Magnet was the &.inter Coun series and getting In 

touch with the Northern 0. B. C. he was able to obtain the late Herben 

Leckenby's copy of the Tu rner book. He particularly liked the Orwell 
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paragraph abou t the ageless Greyf ria rs saga and likened it to Jimmy 
lra ld i's piece in an issue of the Story Paper Collector entitled the 
Greyfriars Scholastic Shangri-La. Another fine debate followed this 
talk. On the whole, two fine efforts. 

Back from lo cation in Marrakesh, Morocco , Brian Doyle exhibited 
an Arabl e Magazine with a co loured cover depleting W. G, funter. 

Bob filythe's 22 Voices Mus ic Quiz was won by Norman Wright 
and Larry Mor ley . The former, however, got the anagram correct 
whic h was C. D. Annual. A most successful meeting for Larr y and 
Gladys Peters, plus helpers . Next meeting a t Sam Thurbon' s residen ce 
a t 29 Strawberry Hill Road, Twickenham. Phone 892-5314. Inform 
and bring cup or mug . Sunday, 18th May. 

UNCLE BENJAMIN 

NORTHERN 

Saturday , 12 April, 1975 

Chairman Geoffrey Wilde opened this our 300th meeting and 
Annual General Meeting of the Northern OBBC. 

We have now sampled a variety of the rooms in the Swarthmore 
Centre and thi s evening we were in the French set room, One almost 
expected Monsieur Charpentier to walk in at an y moment: 

We began with the ele ction of officers who, after thanks had been 
given, wer e ele cted en·bloc. And, in addition, our Vice- chairman, 
Harry Barlow, was elected ' Bisc uits Secretary' (work that one out:). 

T he meeting evo lved into a formulation or plans for our Jubilee 
Dinne r to be held at the Mansion Hotel, Leeds, on Saturday, 7 June. 

We take thi s opportunity of reminding our members and friend s 
that applications for tickets should be sent in before (or as soon a s 
possible after) 7 May. Please consult last month's C. D. (page 30). 

• * • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
El'QUIRY 

The Vice-President of the Society of Autom otive Historians is 
seeking an article on bicycle racing technique, written by C. S. Rolls 
(later of Rolls-Royce fame) which appeared in a publication named OUR 
BOYS' NEWS in 1896 . Can anyone help? 
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~ : for awr. privat e collection - St, fra nk'• Monst er Llbr11.i:y, Nos. 5 aod 11, t o compl ete 

l~ t . Good prk.n ~ i d . 
. L BERR Y , 8 ABRAMS FO LD, BANKS, SOU1HPOR 1'. 

r= =-= = ,.•==:a::,;::t==== s =-•==::= • ==- • :z :::,;c :: ::: 
Ex.CHANG£, 84:eierNo. 1. Wiurd.2(193 7), 7~1938} , 1~1939) , Hotspur, 6(1940 ); 
~ 7 ( 1940 \; SJdppe:~, 4 ( 1938); Rovet, 1 t 1937); V.u:,guard, 4 (192~ 1926) - Tuf..SE 

FOUR A RE ROUGH COP IF.S. 

WAN TED: DD'on H..twke Libl. 
--- MCMAHON , 54 HOZIE R CRES . 1 TAN.NOCHSJDE. 

FLOWtR PATCH MAGAZ~ E: No. 17, oow a,211.iblt:., hx: l ud~ · W. H. G. Kl<J.8flOr. - Hero 
:,( Th~ B?ys' Own Paper , Hnw we st.ut:ed "The Gcl!ywog N t-ws" : by Fa/ Incb.b.wo, 'The 

Cla,lon ' Ne.vsp ap er Sb.Jry' (RObt>.tl Blatch fotd & Cc.,. 17:, fro1n 
ANNE lAZELL 

127 TOWER ROAD SOiJW , WARMLEY 1 BRISTOL, BS15 SBT, 

( Send 2Sp • a nd 'Nt. 'Jl se:id tbe John G. Wood Cr1so l P.tl:lc e 1.ec:ture issue , too . i 

F OR SALE. : Popular No. 493 : SOp. Gems Nos. 1092, 1093 , and J094 : SOp e.ach. 
Magn eu 693 , 1146 (excellen t copy) , and 1220 'Speedw.ay Coku' : 80p each. Magnet No. 469 

lCOverles s and ti me-soiled) 2Sp. No. 1453 (rough ) 40p. Stiff covets: M.anl.it)' of the School 

Hous,. (A. L H.apk>n) : 30p; A Schoo lboy 't Ho~ r by E. Un<4ay : 20p; Sir John Maglll's 
1.ast Journey by Frum.an W1Jls Crofte: tSp j Study No. 11 by M. Kih'O)-, ISp; Hemha'W of 
Gi:-eycc tu by I. S. Robsr ?:.: lOp; Miggs Mi!ior by P. Mattk : lS p. Schoolg irls' Own l.ibr.,arf 

No. 132: "He r Dancing Days in Mexico" 1 by Dmh e Cowan: I Sp. 
P. & p. extr .i on a ll it em.J, Write , wit h 1. a. e. to 

ERIC FAYNE 

THE l'SYCHJATRIST'S BILLY BUNTER by David Lazell 

.. If Billy &inter were in school today , he would cer tainly be cla sse d 
as a compulsive over-eater, needi ng appetit~ !?uppre ss ant dr ugs and 
tranquilli sers" , declared Dr . S. Rys- Pudden at the recent seminar on 
hiccups and associate d digestl,-e ailm ents, held at the Univer si ty of Sia pp 
Down, near Oslo . "Further , he would certainly need the assis tance of 
a speec h therapist , Careful ex aminati o!l of his beha viour shows that, at 
t ime s of s tress, he tend s to lap se intc a limited vocabul ary of words like 
'cru mbs', 'scissors ' and 'oh, lor ' , His lack of amlb i tion indica tes that 
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the scho lastic system has failed him , rather than Bunter failing the 
school , " 

1 should explain to reade rs of thi s noteworthy Journal that the 
subje ct under discus sion was • the Bunter syndr ome ' , now observed in 
man y western coun trie s, and co nsisting of apathy toward s studies , con
stant eating, and co mplete la ck of interest in the opposite sex , However, 
in Bunter' s case, thi s was not en tir ely true. To him, the co ncept of 
'woman' was bound up with kitchens, cooking and hot Jam tarts . Take , 
for example , the renowne d Ror sha sh T es ts in which large i nk blot s have 
to be mre rpr eted by the pat ient . People suffering from the Bunte r 
Syndrome rend to believe tha t the blot s indicate Jam sta ins , pla tes of 
cu s tar d , pancakes and dis hes o! ste w. Indeed , accor dmg to Dr , S, 
Rys - Pudden, one psychiat r i st was so ' turned on to food' by h.is encounter 
with the Bunter Syndrome tha t he gobbled all the blott ing paper bear ing 
the Rors hash res ts (and asked for more) , 

" Freud ma y have believe d in fai nes, but 1t was le ft to Gre ytria rs 
School ro demonsuate tha c the underlying motivati on of mankmd is tuck. 
Bunter's contri bution to medical knowledge was profound, and he wa s, in 
socia l te rms, more of a s uccess than the so-called well-ad jus ted stude nt s 
who were s<> often held up as s hining ex ample s ," de clared the doctor . 

Why did Frank Richard s, a philoso pher at heart, perce ive that 
Bunier had •.o be a rotun d, ram bli ng character - not unli ke the fat boys of 
the Dic kensian era? A patr iot at bean , lt is likel y that the excellent 
Mr . Richard s fore oaw the new er a of self graU! icatio n in whlch we live 
t:oda y. Sad but true , The ldea !E of manh ood prea ched chrough the 
' Magnet', 'Gem ' an d other contemporary papers were ba se d on the old 
Empire mentallty , For Bunter, the only white man' s bur den in which he 
was mterested was the baker dellver ing buns at the sc hool kitchen . 
Today , of course, he would spend much of hi s nme be fore the school 
tele, 'l s10n set, tee - heeing at all the food commerc ial s and lickin g his 
lips at the thought of sprees ahead , Alas, his long-a waited po stal order 
would have been affected by rampa nt milation, and been abOut as useful 
a s shares ln a cukoo farm in the Arctic Circ le, On the ot her hand, if 
he ran a mall order catalogue account (a s so many people do toda y) he 
could avail himself of the HAMPER OFFE RS portrayed in gay, allurin g 
colour . As for his men tors • • • well , they would have to listen to the 
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~chool welfare office r , armed with the late st psychiatric repon indicating 

that !linter, B. was under severe strain, and that the outlet of his anxiety 

was over-eating. No punishment, no pieces of chal k thrown across the 

room when his slumbe rs became too evident, no threat of lines . .• Just 

a re comm endation that he keep to the dosage of the tab let s pre scribe d. 

In painung his picture of Bunter as a psychiatric patient , Dr. 

~ 1 & • Pudden a lmost moved his audience to tears. In fact, he moved them 

to the cante en, as they rushed out as soon as the tea-be ll was heard, 

"The trouble with my analysis of lllnterlsm, is tha t It makes 

people think that they are hungry, In fact, like &.inter, they gobble away 

becaus e the limitati ons of their intellect give them no othe r opportunity 

of expressing themselves, When he pinched other boys' tuck, he was 

only acting as he was impelled 10 do, He could not help himself . fuor 

fellow, he wa s cons tantly misunderstood , , , " Now that there are 

proposals to erect a statue of the worthy &.toter at the gates of Eton or 

some other distinguished academic institution, it would not be amiss to 

apolo gise to all the readers ofGreyfr iars tales who have, alas , considered 

the fat one as merely idle, scrounging and no example to the younger 

la ds. May we suggest that you sta rt reading the stories all over again, 

interpre ting Bunter as a s uitable case for treatment? 

Oh, and by the way, Dr , Rys ·Pudden also belleves that those cow 

pies were oot essentia l for the diet of Desperate Dan, But the doctors 

are still arguing over that one: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
"SPEAK!!'(; PERSONALLY" • P. G. WODEHOUSE • DECCA RECORD 

CO, LTD. (ARGO ZDA 166 • £2. 26) 

"I had always supposed I was immortal • now I see there IS a 

limit and it will come fairly soon." 

So we are told by the voice of P. G. Wodehouse on this re cord, 

made about the middle of last year, as he was comp leting "Aunts Aren 't 

Gentlemen " . 
And now • well into his last novel (about mandings and Galahad 

Tnreepwood) and so very soon after his re cent honour • Sir Pelham 

Wodehouse has, in what would undoubtedly be his own words , "ha nded 

in his dinner pail. " 
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Like the 'death' 'of'Sberlock Holmes , it Just didn't seem believable. 
Immortal 7 How else can you describe anyone whose one hundred works 
are always being - and will a..tways be - read and re-read? With his own 
voice now awilable for listening at any time we choose, this old • soldier' 
can never fade away, 

Plum tells us of his own views regarding voice-recording. He is 
amazed that Bdgsr Wallace could rattle off so much by this method, when 
his own attempts were Just "toO awful. I sounded like a pompous clergy
man." This was his own opinion after trying to s1Jlrt a Jeeves' novel in 
this way . He gave up after one paragraph: 

P. G, reckom he Hatted writlnc at about the •1• of fl~• - before that 111 wu Juat 
loafing, 11 Mil cbuckl• and obviow: enJoymem: Ul maldng tb.b recording are Vf:rf real indeed. 
He admlt:1 1 for lmtanee, hit ow11 lnnocen.ce bl t e lltDa a pt! repo:tet from a tc. A.laalll• a.ews
paper that be bad pmctleally ~ to do in Hollywood. Vf!rf qulc1cly1 tbJr ttatem.em: 
*am • 'aation-wide. 1 It dld, ucverthelaa, renalt bl change, , for we are told that, hom then 
on, ~· bad to be at rile ttudio at 8. 30 or 9.00 aver, day. Ha wu eqully amued at the 
'trouble' camed by tbt broadc.a,t from Bullo. of. hb: comedy itam for American. radio. 

11ltrt are recollectionl by the ,core. - he retea to bis schooldays at t>ulwicb u 11u 
excellent time"; be rem.tmbea bia own Mr. Cblpa' (who bu reeemly died at 915) - "Wap,b.ot, 
Wapbot •• • Wun't y(Nr father iu my Form?" "Y•, sir, and my grt..11dfather. 11 ha 
part k:ular, he enjoys tbe memory of a fellow inteni..ee who o:x:e followed blm aod a Revered 
Gentleman around a prison camp, In the hope of heat'Ull tom.etbtag of an. intellectual nature:. 
For hil pclm, the 11.,te.ner wu treated to a deep dbcmdoa by the two me on ''thole nabba-
beded aa111ages 1erved 11p for lunch." 

Jeeves wa,: named after• Warwlclclbite Cowity cricketer (whose Club tie Plum ii 
wu.rlag durii:i.g the recording: ,ea loo); Conan Doyle b pniied for hk 'other than Sherlock 
Holm e, work' ; Rudyard KipllDg once aougbt Plmn'a view, ou the. beat way to end. a novel; a 
leg end was left behind after cb.e YOUD& P. G, had left his baa.k employmea.t , to be remembered 
always by ofilcla b whai dbctating tbe inefficiency of cletlcs - "but you Ollgbt to bave IHD 

Wodehouse !" 
We are told of th e work be carded out with Guy Bolton and.Jemme Ke.rn; of his 

lengthy 1ceoarioa tba.t bad to be pttpa'N!MI before a r:,.ovel could be conunnced; of the day hil 
wife Ethel returned from a walk to aay that she bad~ a bowe ("where we live today with 
dx cab aDCI two dop"); a.nd of a lady seated next to bbn at a luncheon (wbote aoa. 11bu read 
all your boob") who did bat know what her family would say wbea they learned abe bad 
actually met Edgar Wall ace ! 

Ju,t a nnall 1dectioa of th • many ple:z,m,m bl almost an hour of P. G, bim,elf, 
talldn.g jlllt liLI be wrlta, in that 0'1e. and only style that we love iO much. 

There it a splendid picture of the a uthor, plus prda. and cat, oa. the frosit of the 

r:0: :}.1=,1.71:.1::~~~ ~·ti:.c:f•afc~nii:=~·; c~~'!:t~:4~e 
& Je.aklm book, "Hom.aae to P. c. WodehOaH". 

Much obll1ed, Plqm., for leav:l.ag yowself with III by "Spu]d.nc Paaonally ". 
(!. S, H. HOlMAN) 



EdSted' by F.ric: Fa,-, Exceblor Hoau, 113 CIOGlma.m Rd. 1 Crookham, N.r. Aldasbat , Ham . 
litbo-dupUc.ated by Yod. ~ •t:tnc Servtc• , 12.a Tll~ Shl.mbl• , York. 


